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October 21, 1994

To All My Fellow Mexican Fulbrighters,

Greetings from Michigan. I miss you all - your stimulating discussions, questions, and adventure. You

may not have heard that 1 hour before my taxi picked me up in Mexico City, I received a call from

home that my father had fallen and was in critical condition. I needed to head home immediately to

make hospital decisions as next of kin. My father is still in the hospital but seems to be making small

gains. Thus my adventure came to an abrupt halt, and I spent the remainder of my summer making 2

trips a day to the hospital.

In between hospital visits I worked on my project.. It will be finished by November 1. Dad is home with

us now so my husband and I have many interruptions in our day. I need lessons from Michael about how

to balance this situation. Right now I'm mastering how to transform my camera disk film to comPuter

disks and I am learning how to put pictures together with my hypercard stacks. Either I don't have the

tech skills yet, or the technology isn't out there yet, but I can't get it in color on my stacks. I can tell

this will be an ongoing project

I did down load all my shots unto a video tape. If you would like a copy please send me a blank tape and I

will make a copy for you. I was surprised how well many of my shots turned out. Some look like a

postcard shot. I did not add narration to the tape I will send you because I thought you might like to add

your own. All you need is a video player with a microphone attachment that you can speak into as you

describe the pictures you see. Each slide is on the screen about 15-20 seconds. The tape is about 1hour

and 30 minutees.

There is a problem with my video. When we arrived in Mexico City the first time, I mailed many items

home including my used film and disks. Everything arrived quite well with the exception of 2 broken

pottery pieces and the film from my first two weeks. I have nothing of the Tarahumara Indians,

Chihuahua, or Michoacan. If any of you have any good photo prints or negatives you could lend me I

could film them with my video camera and add them to the video. Just a thought but not necessary.

I've been back in schooi one semester now. My opening bulletin boards included my Mexican flag, a

AAA map marked with yellow highlighter the extent of my trip, and the political campaign material of

our new president Zedillo. Now that the election is over, I've seen very little in our papers about how

our neighbors are accepting the election. I did get the large articles in USA today in October. Did you all

see those? What do you all predict now? Carmen HELP, fill us in.

Did any of you have any trouble readjusting to the water of the USA like I did? Here I got all the way

through Mexico only to be hit at home.

Thanks to all who have sent cards and travel brochures to tempt me to travel to your state. I would

love to and will plan whenever my nursing duties ease.

I hope all of you have a grand year with your new classes, jobs, old friends and reliving the memory of

our wonderful summer. I loved hearing that some of you were able to get together already. That's

great! Remember there is always a room in Michigan reserved for all of you.

Until the next letter - I send you my

Your Michigan Friend,

*ti
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FULBRIGHT-HAVES SUMMER SEMINAR
CURRICULUM PROJECT

submitted by
Carolyn M. Wilkie

Grand Rapids, Michigan
November 1, 1994

Background: This year the East Grand Rapids School District has
committed to a K-12 Spanish Language program. The district has 3
elementary schools, 1 middle school, and one high school. Prior to this
committment the district had offered four years of high school Spanish,

an introductory middle school class, and an after school elementary

classe. The total student population is approximately 2,500. The
community is predominately upper middle class Dutch, Jewish and Polish

families.

My elementary school has served as a pilot site for the beginning very

Spanish program in 1993-94. As the media specialist, I found I had very
little material to support the program for teachers, or for students, in any

format. I personally had little knowledge of Spanish culture, except for a
Spanish (Basque) foreign exchange student who stayed with my family for

one year.

Purpose: The Fulbright-Hayes Summer Seminar provided me with the

opportunity to enrich my understanding of the Spanish people and their

culture: history, language, arts, family life, government, and geography so

that I could help develop the new foreign language curriculum from a

cultural perspective. Our PTA raised additional money to purchase realia

that would enhance this program. I especially concentrated on the
purchase of books and children's costumes.

Goal: In order to share the information I learned with teachers and

students, I chose to prepare a multimedia presentation using my still
frame video camera and my Macintosh computer. While traveling I took

still frame slide pictures and I wrote the lecture notes on my lap top

computer. The Hypercard stack format will allow my patrons to access
the appropriate pieces of information they need. I also downloaded all of

my slides unto a video tape and will add a voice-over to explain the

scenes. In cooperation with my 3 Spanish teachers we are making video

tapes that correlate with their units of study. The first video tape
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contrasted life in East Grand Rapids to similar places and events in
Mexico. For example, a slide of the local EGR market followed by a slide
of a Mexican market; a slide of a church in EGR followed by a slide of a
cathedral in Mexico.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT: I can see that my project has only just begun

as the time approaches to submit my work to the Fulbright committee. I

have been limited by my understanding of technology and the programs

available. I had hoped that my slides would appear in color on my

Hypercard stacks. I still think there must be a way to do this, but I have
not mastered it as yet.

I have been using a Macintosh Multimedia Computer 660 and have put my
slides on computer disks, but the combining of the two has not worked as

well as I envisioned. I am sure my knowledge of technology will expand

and I will be able to complete my goal in the future. Meanwhile I have

imported a few slides in black and white where appropriate and I have
added a lot of graphics to enhance the cards. I have also used Mexican clip
art that I downloaded from American On-Line. The stack was created by
Mr. Richard Wald.

My intent is to place a few of the cards on microfiche so teachers can get

an idea of what this project is about and to make available the disk to any
teacher who would like a copy. Because the text on each card scrolls, it is
impossible to present the entire project for this overview. There are
approximately 100 cards in 15 stacks.

To obtain a copy of the disk please send two double sided /
double density computer disk to:

Carolyn Wilkie
Wealthy Elementary School

East Grand Rapids School District
2018 Wealthy Street S.E.

East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506
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Please Pick A New Stack

Fulbright Orientation

Mexico's History

Mexico's People

Mexico's Government

Exit

6
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Please Pick A New Stack

Mexico's Cities

Mexico's Arts

Mexico's Celebrations

Entering a Foreign Country

Exit
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Mexico's Religion
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Mexico's Education
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